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Coping Ability
Short-term capacity or ability to manage an event or hazard (Smit and Wandel, 2006).

Coping Range
The variation in climatic stimuli that a system can absorb without producing significant impacts.
Also known as coping ability or capacity (IPCC, 2001).

Coping Resources
The individual and community skills, materials, equipment or services that can be used to
meet the demands created by an incident. Also can include municipal departments, emergency
services, private companies, volunteers, and other formal and informal sources (Adapted 
from the F/P/T Network on Emergency Preparedness and Response, 2004).

Critical Infrastructure
Physical and information technology facilities, networks, services and assets which, if 
disrupted or destroyed, would have a serious impact on the health, safety, security or economic
well-being of a population or the effective functioning of governments in Canada (Public
Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada (PSEPC), 2007b).

Cryosphere
The component of the climate system consisting of all snow, ice and frozen ground (including
permafrost) on and beneath the surface of the Earth and ocean (IPCC, 2007a).

Cryptosporidium
A genus of parasites of the intestinal tracts of fishes, reptiles, birds and mammals. A particular
species isolated in humans has been identified as Cryptosporidium parvum. Cryptosporidiosis,
or cryptosporidium infection, is today recognized as an important opportunistic infection,
especially in immunocompromised hosts (McMichael et al., 2003).

Dengue Fever
An infectious viral disease spread by mosquitoes, often called breakbone fever because it 
is characterized by severe pain in joints and back. Subsequent infections of the virus may lead
to dengue haemorrhagic fever (DHF) and dengue shock syndrome (DSS), which may be 
fatal (IPCC, 2001).

Determinants of Health
At every stage of life, health is determined by complex interactions between social and economic
factors, the physical environment and individual behaviour. These factors are referred to as
‘determinants of health’. Key determinants include income and social status, social support
networks, education and literacy, employment/working conditions, social environments, 
physical environments, personal health practices and coping skills, healthy child development,
biology and genetic endowment, health services, gender and culture. It is the combined influence
of the determinants of health that determines health status (PHAC, 2007).

Disaster
An event that exceeds the ability of the local community to cope with the harmful effects 
and requires extraordinary response and recovery measures (Adapted from the F/P/T Network
on Emergency Preparedness and Response, 2004).
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