
Milan Ilnyckyj
XXX Argyle Avenue – Unit XXX
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada K2P 0N2

13 July 2011

Paul Dewar, Member of  Parliament for Ottawa Centre
House of  Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0A6

Re: Canada’s position regarding asbestos

Mr. Dewar,

 Attached is a letter I sent to Minister of  the Environment Peter Kent. As my 

Member of  Parliament, I wanted you to know that I am strongly opposed to Canada’s 

continuing assistance and protection of  the asbestos industry. Asbestos is a material whose 

time has long since passed, and which Canada should not be a ‘pusher’ of  internationally.

I hope that you will do what you can as a Member of  Parliament to encourage 

Canada’s government to adopt a more ethical and appropriate course of  action.

Best wishes,

Milan Ilnyckyj



Milan Ilnyckyj
160 Argyle Avenue – Unit 412
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada K2P 0N2

13 July 2011

Peter Kent, Minister of  the Environment
Les Terrasses de la Chaudière
10 Wellington Street, 28th Floor
Gatineau, Quebec
K1A 0H3

Re: Canada’s position regarding asbestos

Minister Kent,

Canada's continuing support for the asbestos industry, manifested in behaviours like 

blocking international regulation and sponsoring domestic lobby groups, is inappropriate 

and an embarrassment. People quite rightly interpret this behaviour as a cynical decision to 

protect a few votes in Quebec by continuing to sicken and kill people in other countries. The 

fact that some jobs depend on a behaviour continuing does not mean that the behaviour is a 

good thing, or even acceptable. The age of  asbestos is now over; the documented health 

risks are such that the stuff  should not be extracted or sold, least of  all by countries where 

the risks from the substance are reflected domestically in strong prohibitions on use and 

controls over handling. It is especially hypocritical and preposterous to carefully remove 

asbestos from buildings used by parliamentarians, while simultaneously insisting that new 

buildings elsewhere should be constructed with the stuff.

In spite of  the economic interests of  a few people, Canada should join the rest of  

the world in recognizing that asbestos poses unacceptable risks to human health and should 

not be sold. There have been many cases in human history where a product or behaviour 

once considered to be safe has turned out not to be. We no longer x-ray feet to size people 

for shoes, for instance. The recognition that something is dangerous carries economic 

consequences for the people who make it, but it must be recognized that they do not have a 

right to persist in wilfully hurting people. They certainly should not have government 

assistance in doing so.



Please support the listing of  crysotile asbestos under the Rotterdam Convention and 

work to phase out Canada's practice of  exporting asbestos. Stop supporting the Crysotile 

Institute. By all means, provide some sort of  retraining to those working in the industry. Just 

don't allow a history of  harmful behaviour to serve as a license to persist in the same. When 

we discover that a company’s behaviour is sickening and killing people, we expect them to 

stop. We do not expect our politicians to go out of  their way to provide them with money 

and favours, so they can carry on doing what they have in the past.

Thank you,

Milan Ilnyckyj

CC: Paul Dewar, Member of  Parliament for Ottawa Centre
House of  Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0A6


