
“And then, to the north, St John’s Chapel stands out menacingly across a
sea of roof-tops, to send us back from excitement to a shuddering forebod-
ing. Rumour says that it has only once been climbed, and then by a party of
experts, heavily roped. Even the participants are silent on this subject, and
rumour continues its tale that one of them fell off, and owed his life to the
rope. Lest others should attempt the ascent of this terrible climb and perish,
they swore themselves to secrecy (telling only enough people to ensure the
perpetuation of their epic) and went off to try Everest instead.”

— Night Climbers of Cambridge


