
You see, there’s an implicit pact offered to every Min-
ister by his senior officials. If the Minister will help
us to implement the opposite policy to the one that he
is pledged to, which once he is in office he will see is
obviously incorrect, we will help him to pretend that
he is in fact doing what he said he was going to do in
his Manifesto.

— Sir Humphrey, The Quality of Life


