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FIRST NATIONS COMMEMORATE 250th ANNIVERSARY OF THE TREATY OF NIAGARA
WITH TWO DAYS OF EVENTS
First Nation leaders, Elders and citizens from across the region will gather along the Niagara River for two
days to commemorate, celebrate and discuss the 250th Anniversary of the Treaty of Niagara.

To mark the 250th anniversary of the signing of this Treaty there will be a gathering of
representatives of the Indigenous Nations which negotiated a Treaty of Peace with Sir
William Johnson on behalf of Great Britain.
The 1764 Treaty of Fort Niagara was signed by Sir William Johnson for the Crown and 24
Nations from the Six Nations, Seneca, Wyandot of Detroit, Menominee, Algonquin, Nipissing,
Ojibwa, Mississaugas, and others who were part of the Seven Nations of Canada and the
Western Lakes Confederacy. The Treaty was concluded on August 1, 1764.
(This was a second treaty just with the Senecas. The treaty transferred possession of a
narrow four mile strip of land along the Niagara River's western shore. This Treaty also
detached some of them from Pontiac's Rebellion.)
This Treaty is significant as it reaffirmed the political foundation for the Covenant Chain
Relations between Great Britain and the Indigenous Nations of the Great Lakes and
Northeastern Woodlands. It also gauranteed the Indigenous Nations of an annual flow of
goods and presents to ensure that the ongoing treaty was still valid. At the 1764 gathering
were at least 24 Native Nations including the Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, Mohawk,
and Tuscarora of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy; Akwesasne, Kahnawake, Kahnasatake,
and others of the Seven Nations of Canada; Wyandot of Detroit; Algonquin, Nipissing,
Mississauga, Odawa, Ojibway and other Anishinaabe Nations; Menominee, and others who
were part of the Western Lakes Confederacy.
“The 1764 Treaty was an important turning point in relationships between the Indigenous
Nations that participated as it was a way of renewing their treaty relationship with each other,
and refreshing the pledges made with the ancient Dish With One Spoon Treaty whereby the
Indigenous Nations agreed to share the bounty provide by the Mother Earth,” said organizer
and historian Rick Hill. “Increasing competition over the fur trade caused much strife between
the Indigenous Nations. This commemoration is a form of healing of those old wounds.”
******** Click here to see summary of the Treaty minutes and the wampum belts that
were exchanged at that time
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Iroquois Chiefs from the Six Nations Reserve reading Wampum belts. (Note: among those
pictured are Sir William Johnson's descendants through Mary Brant, sister of Joseph Brant.
They are possibly examining the Niagara Treaty belts.) Electric Studio/National Archives of
Canada/C-085137

Events include a display of replicas of the various wampum belts that were held by Sir
William Johnson at Fort Niagara at that time. Documentary evidence speaks of a belts hung
on the walls in the Commandants quarters.
In addition to the speakers, there will be a gathering of the representatives and songs offered
to honour the ancestors and celebrate the making of peace. People are asked to wear their
traditional clothes and join in a dance to honour this Treaty. This will be followed by light
refreshments. Please bring a dish of food to share.
In addition to the this event, there will be a second gathering on August 2, 2014 across the
river at Fort George, at the site of the old Indian Council House that stood from 1797 to 1828.
This is the where the King’s Fire had been transferred from Fort Niagara after the American
Revolution. The Six Nations Legacy Consortium and Parks Canada have been collaborating
on creating a raised bed garden that will mark the foot print of the old council house, and
have been active an bring Native youth to this site to learn more about this history of this
place.
Prior to and during the War of 1812 many treaty council meetings were held here, some
attended by several thousand people. This was the place where the annual presents from
the Crown were distributed. It is also the location where the end of the War of 1812 was
concluded and a special ceremony took place in August 1815 to bring an end to animosities
between Indigenous Nations that had been created by that war. So it is fitting location for the
descendants of those that gathered here in the past to meet once again and rekindle their

3 of 6

2017-11-11, 4:54 PM

250th ANNIVERSARY OF THE TREATY OF NIAGARA | Chiefs...

http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/node/920

treaty relationships, cultural ties and shared history.
This summer Indigenous youth from across Ontario will experience the historic site of the
Council House and tour nearby Fort George. Working with Mohawk College of Hamilton, the
youth will work with Mohawk architect William Woodworth to help in making scale models of
the Council House.
The August 2 gathering will introduce the Indigenous Nations representatives who attend the
previous day commemoration to the site, and open up the dialogue on the meaning of our
Covenant Chain Relationship. The Six Nations Legacy Consortium will provide a historical
overview of the site and invite leaders, Elders and historians to share what they understand
about the workings of the King’s Fire that was kindled here.
*************
See photos of the Treaty Commemoration weekend:
https://www.facebook.com/media
/set/?set=a.812865558744461.1073741840.253941984636824&type=1

Presenters:
Rick Hill (Tuscarora of the Beaver Clan) is the Senior Project Coordinator at the
Deyohahage - Indigenous Knowledge Centre at Six Nations Polytechnic. He is also the
Chairperson of the Six Nations Legacy Consortium that is planning a number of
commemorative events for the War of 1812. As an artist and museum curator he has worked
for the National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC,
and the Indian Art Centre, Indian and Northern Affairs, Ottawa. Last fall he curated an exhibit
on the involvement of the Six Nations in the War of 1812 for the Woodland Cultural Centre,
Brantford.
Alan Ojiig Corbiere, Bne doodem (Ruffed Grouse clan), is an Anishinaabe from M'Chigeeng
First Nation on Manitoulin Island. He was educated on the reserve and then attended the
University of Toronto for a Bachelor of Science, he then entered York University and earned
his Masters of Environmental Studies. During his masters studies he focussed on
Anishinaabe narrative and Anishinaabe language revitalization. For five years he served as
the Executive Director at the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation (OCF) in M'Chigeeng, a position
which also encompassed the roles of curator and historian. During his time at the OCF he
studied wampum belts and the Anishinaabe perspective on their meaning. Currently he is the
Anishinaabemowin Revitalization Program Coordinator at Lakeview School, M'Chigeeng First
Nation.
Rick and Alan
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Rick and Alan

Chief Isadore Day worked in the construction, commercial fishing and in the social services
setting prior to life in politics. Chief Day also has eight years of post-secondary education in
Social Work, Business, Public Administration and Governance, education and academic
theory and practice. He has been Chief since being elected in 2005 with a combined total of
ten years in leadership. Serpent River First Nation underwent transformational change with
Isadore as part of the leadership over the last decade.
Isadore diligently asserts Treaty Rights at the forefront of all negotiations with municipal,
provincial and federal governments. Isadore has had a dialogue with a former US President,
various Mayors, Premiers, the Prime Minister and the Governor General, all focused on the
recognition of Inherent and Treaty Rights for Serpent River Anishinabek and First Nations
across the country.
Chief Day

Priority Area: Communications
Download Documents:
Treaty of Niagara-2.pdf
Google Maps Toronto to Fort Niagara NY.pdf
1-FINAL AGENDA - Treaty of Niagara Celebration-FINAL.pdf
MA-07-31-2014-TREATYNIAGARA-FINAL.pdf
NR-07-31-2014-TREATYNIAGARA-FINAL2.pdf
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