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Finding Fariña website allows access to exposé of drug trafficking in Galicia while author, Nacho
Carretero, and publisher face legal action
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Don Quixote famously tilted at windmills; now the Booksellers Guild of Madrid is using

Cervantes’s 400-year-old novel to take a tilt at the Spanish court system, highlighting 80,000

words in Don Quixote to make the text of a recently banned book about drug smuggling available

to readers online.

Nacho Carretero’s Fariña, an expose of drug trafficking in Galicia, was published in 2015, but

publication and sales were halted last month after the former mayor of O Grove in Galicia, Jose

Alfredo Bea Gondar, brought legal action against Carretero and his publisher, Libros del KO. Bea

Gondar is suing over details in the book about his alleged involvement in drug shipping.

Describing the suspension of the book’s sale as a “disproportionate and anachronistic measure …

to prevent people from reading the story”, the Booksellers Guild of Madrid has launched the



website Finding Fariña, which uses a digital tool to trawl through the text of Don Quixote to find

and highlight the 80,000 words that make up Fariña, allowing users to read the book despite the

ban.

As Fariña contains words that did not exist in the early 17th century when Cervantes wrote his

novel, the tool assembles these syllable by syllable from combinations of words in Don Quixote.

Carretero’s book alleges that Bea Gondar was involved in the shipping and unloading of cocaine

and a negotiation between Colombia’s Cali cartel and local smugglers. Bea Gondar was found

guilty by Madrid’s national court but the ruling was later overturned by the supreme court

because one witness was disqualified – all of which is laid out in Carretero’s book.

The guild said that its initiative was “our way of defending the freedom of the press and freedom

of expression, and of reminding people of something that is very important: there are some books

that can never be silenced … Because what they will never be able to censure are your rights as a

reader. Nor words. And least of all, Don Quixote.”

Since you’re here …
… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but advertising

revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put

up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why we need to

ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money

and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters – because it

might well be your perspective, too.

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all and
not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make a contribution so others with less
means still have access to information. Thomasine F-R.
If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps fund it, our future would be much more

secure. For as little as $1, you can support the Guardian – and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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