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Whereas the Massey College Halloween Costume and Pumpkin Competition is founded 
upon principles that recognize the supremacy of the silly and the rule of spookiness: 
 

GUARENTEE OF TREATS AND TRICKS 
 

Tricks and treats at Massey College 
 
1. The Massey College Charter of Treats and Tricks guarantees the treats and tricks set 
out in it subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by college tradition as can be 
demonstrably justified to the satisfaction of any two or more members of the college 
community in Dining Hall conversation exceeding five minutes in length on the topic of 
Halloween. 
 
 

FUNDAMENTAL TREATS 
 
Fundamental treats for costuming 
2. Every member of the college community is entitled to the following fundamental treats 
related to the act of donning a costume:  
 
(a) treats for commitment to costuming; 
(b) treats for the fullest expression of do-it-yourself sensibilities; 
(c) treats for the over-the-top usage of the arts of maquillage; 
(d) treats for spookiness; 
(e) treats for silliness; 
(f) treats for the costuming that is limited in scope but high in promise (hereafter to be 
known as “the slacker clause”); 
(g) treats for sparkles that will haunt all surfaces for the duration of the semester; 
(h) treats for references to obscure texts of popular culture whose core audience is limited 
in number but high in obsessiveness; 
(i) treats for collaborations of two or more members; 
(j) treats for that inexpressible thing known as “the wow factor”; and 
(k) treats for evidence of sorcery, poetry, magic, engineering, or other secret art. 
 
 
Fundamental treats for pumpkin carving 
3. Every member of the college community is entitled to the following fundamental treats 
related to the craft and artistry of carving a pumpkin: 
 
(a) treats for commitment to pumpkin carving; 
(b) treats for the fullest expression of do-it-yourself sensibilities; 
(c) treats for the over-the-top usage of the embellishments using found objects; 
(d) treats for spookiness; 



(e) treats for silliness; 
(f) treats for the carving that is limited in scope but high in promise (hereafter to be 
known as “the slacker clause”); 
(g) treats for sparkles that will haunt all surfaces for the duration of the semester; 
(h) treats for references to obscure texts of popular culture whose core audience is limited 
in number but high in obsessiveness; 
(i) treats for collaborations of two or more members; 
(j) treats for that inexpressible thing known as “the wow factor”; and 
(k) treats for evidence of sorcery, poetry, magic, engineering, or other secret art. 
 
 

TYRANNICAL TRICKS 
 
3. Because it is not all candy corn and miniature Reese’s peanut butter cups, every 
member of the college community is subject to the tyranny of the following tricks: 
 
(a) the illusion of productivity; 
(b) a room wallpapered only with images of Drake; and 
(c) delusions of gravitas. 
 
 

ENFORCEMENT 
 
4. (1) Any member of the college community whose treats and tricks, as guaranteed by 
this Charter, have been infringed or denied may apply for remedy to the court of the 
Queen of the Sixth Room of the Fifth House of Massey College to obtain such remedy as 
the Queen deems necessary and appropriate and just.  
 
Exclusion of costume bringing the administration of Halloween into disrepute  
 
(2) Where, in proceedings under subsection (1), the Queen concludes that your costume 
infringes or denies any tricks or treats guaranteed by this Charter, your costume shall be 
excluded if it is established that, having regard to all the circumstances, the admission of 
it in the proceedings would bring the administration of Halloween into disrepute. 
 

APPLICATION OF THE CHARTER 
 
5. This Charter applies to all Halloween events occurring during the Massey College 
Halloween Party as designated by the college calendar. 
 

CITATION 
 

This Charter may be referred to as the Massey College Charter of Treats and Tricks. 
 
 
 


