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1 | The state of the discipline as a
whole
1.1

“Too many Canadian political scientists are writing articles
on narrowly defined topics and not enough are writing big
books that thoroughly explore the main issues in Canadian
politics.” Discuss. (May 2012)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

1.2

Making reference to specific subfields of the discipline, discuss whether Canadian political science is more in need of
research on topics on which the literature is sparse, or of
research which builds on and expands existing literature.
(May 2011)

Essentially identical questions (6):
What are the most pressing gaps in the literature of Canadian political science? Why do
these gaps exist? (May 2009)
You have been asked by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada
to write a memorandum laying out the three principles issues that will likely dominate
Canadian politics over the next 10 years as well as the principle means to study the issues.
What do you propose as a research agenda? (August 2007)
The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada has allocated substantial
funds to encourage research in understanding areas of Canadian government and politics.
The Council has asked you to prepare a memo proposing (and justifying) the fields and
questions to which it should give priority. What do you write for the Council? (May 2005)
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What don’t we know about Canadian politics? What are the most significant gaps in our
knowledge of Canadian politics? Why do these gaps exist? (August 2005)
As a discipline, what has Canadian political science done well? What has it not done well?
(August 2003)
The Canadian Political Science Association has received a large donation with which to fund
research into the aspects of Canadian politics where our knowledge and understanding are
least well developed. You have been asked to write a memo recommending the areas of
research to be supported. What do you write? (May 2003)
Thesis:
Canadian politics has done a great deal of work in areas including: regionalism and federalism; political institutions including parliament and the courts; national unity and the management of diversity; and, to some extent, voting behaviour and political parties. Some
of the more significant gaps and opportunities for new work include: updating our understanding of Canadian politics to better take into account environmental issues, especially
climate change; continuing work on prospects for institutional reform, including constitutional amendment and parliamentary changes; further work on Canada’s place in a world
shifting away from American dominance; and continued examination of the political role of
aboriginals, including in relation to resource development.
Outline:
Sources:
•

1.3

Making reference to specific subfields of the discipline, discuss why the literature on certain elements of Canadian politics makes substantial use of conceptual-theoretical perspectives, whereas the literature on other elements of Canadian politics is largely atheoretical. (May 2011)

Essentially identical questions (7):
Identify TWO subfields of Canadian political science that are especially rich theoretically
and empirically and TWO subfields in need of more or better research. Discuss why such
variation exists in the quality and quantity of research across subfields. (August 2010)
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Canadian political science has been accused of being atheoretical. Choose one area of the
discipline for which you believe the criticism is valid and one for which you believe it does
not apply. Justify your choices through references to the literature. What accounts for the
difference between the two in terms of theoretical underpinnings? (May 2009)
Canadian political science has been accused of excessive homogeneity in the approaches used
and of valuing description over theory building and theory testing. Evaluate this statement
while considering scholarship in TWO of the following FOUR areas: the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms; federalism; political parties; and public policy. (August 2008)
Canadian political science has been accused of excessive homogeneity in the approaches used
and of valuing description over theory building and theory testing. Evaluate this statement
while considering scholarship in TWO of the following FOUR areas: the Canadian Charter
of Rights Freedoms; federalism; political parties; and policy policy. (August 2008)
Canadian political science has been accused of excessive homogeneity in the approaches used
and of valuing description over theory-building and theory-testing. Evaluate this statement
while considering scholarship in two (2) of the following four (4) areas: the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms; federalism; political parties; and public policy. (August 2007)
Three or four decades ago, most of Canadian political science could be fairly criticised as
overly descriptive and insufficiently theoretical. Are such criticisms still valid today? (May
2005)
Canadian political science has been accused of being atheoretical. Choose one area of the
discipline for which you believe this criticism is correct and one for which you believe it
is not. Justify your choice through references to the literature. What accounts for the
differences between the two areas in terms of theoretical underpinnings? (August 2013)
Thesis:
Insufficiently theoretical
More theoretical
Canadian politics may be most well known in terms of the study of federalism, which has
been a constant preoccupation for Canadian scholars. Arguably, the contributions from this
sub-discipline extend beyond the descriptive and into the realm of the theoretical.
Across its considerable variety, aboriginal politics is a sub-field of Canadian politics in which
theoretical contributions have been made, and in which debates at a high level have long been
ongoing.
Outline:
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Sources:
•

1.4

You are delivering the final seminar in the field course in
Canadian politics. What are the three or four most fundamental lessons about the essential character of the Canadian
polity you would wish the students to take away, and why?
(August 2010)

Thesis:
The four fundamental things to understand about Canada are the origins and evolution of
federalism and the way that relates to Canada’s history; the character of Westminster-style
parliamentary democracy practiced here, including through the functioning of the civil service; the influences of the United Kingdom and the United States on the theory and practice
of Canadian politics; and the efforts within Canada’s system of government to address diversity, including in terms of Canada’s First Nations and immigration.
Outline:
Sources:
•

1.5

It has been said that “the world needs more Canada”. Can
this be said of Canadian Political Science? Are there conceptual frameworks or empirical findings from the study
of Canadian politics that could usefully be applied to other
polities? (May 2010)

Essentially identical questions (2):
At an international symposium on the discipline of political science, you have been asked to
speak on the topic: “Notable achievements in Canadian political science.” What do you say?
(August 2007)
You are to address an international symposium on the discipline of political science. Your
topic: ‘Notable achievements of Canadian political science’. What do you say? (May 2003)
6

Thesis:
Canadian theoretical contributions that have attracted attention internationally include:
• Harold Innis’ staples theory of political economy, elaborated upon by Mel Watkins
and others — this has influenced analysis of the political development of exportbased economies elsewhere in the world and influenced the development debate in
the Caribbean, Africa, and parts of Asia. This has included analysis of the economic
and political impact of large foreign export-oriented corporations.
Outline:
Staples theory
“At the heart of his Canadian political economy is the proposition that the export of staple
products creates uncertainty, and havoc when markets turn against Canadian products. The
work of Innis helped to understand how when the world economy collapsed, producing the
great depression, it took the Canadian wheat-based economy with it.”
— Duncan Cameron. “The Staple Theory @ 50: Duncan Cameron”.
Sources:
• Innis, Harold. The Fur Trade in Canada. 1930.
• Watkins, Mel. “A Staple Theory of Economic Growth.” 1963.

1.6

You have been asked to address this year’s meeting of the
American Political Science Association in Toronto on the
topic, “Strengths and Weaknesses of Canadian Political Science.” What do you say? (May 2009)

Thesis:
The academic study of Canadian politics has largely been bound up with the big issues and
institutions that have shaped Canadian political life, including relations between Englishand French-speaking Canadians, federalism, parliament, economic development, relations
with the United States and United Kingdom, and Canada’s economic and constitutional
evolution. Arguably, Canadian political scientists have devoted less attention to areas like
examining the political philosophy underlying Canada’s approach to government, political
culture, the relationship between ecology and politics, and (aside from the efforts of a subset
of practitioners) aboriginal politics.
Outline:
7

Sources:
•

1.7

You are designing an upper-year course on Canadian politics, one section of which focuses on four or five books in
Canadian political science which have made influential and
lasting contributions to the field. What books do you put
on the course and why? (August 2008)

Essentially identical questions (1):
You are designing an upper-year course on Canadian politics, one section of which focuses
on four books in Canadian political science that have made influential and lasting contributions to the field. What books do you put on the course and why? (August 2013)
Thesis:
Outline:
Candidate books:
Peace, Power, Righteousness: An Indigenous Manifesto — Taiaiake Alfred — 1999
— Expose students to an aboriginal perspective that is not likely to be familiar to
them, raise questions about the fundamental legitimacy of Canada’s founding, naturally raises more questions about relations between First Nations and the Canadian
state and society today
Political Choice in Canada — Harold Clarke et al. eds. — 1979 — Expose students
to a classic text on voting behaviour and related methodologies, provide opportunities to contrast different approaches to the study of politics and the way its development in Canada has related to its development in the U.S. and U.K.
Mr. Smith goes to Ottawa: Life in the House of Commons — David Docherty —
1997 — Provide detailed information on the functioning of Canada’s most important
governmental institution, discuss issues of party loyalty and the degree to which individuals get socialized into and dominated by institutions
The Fur Trade in Canada: An Introduction to Canadian Economic History —
Harold Innis — 1930 — Provide a classic political-economic analysis of Canada’s
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development, raise questions about the role of natural resources in Canada’s history,
transition into discussion of Canada’s current issues of resource politics
Federalism and the French Canadians — Pierre Trudeau — 1968 — Gain insight
into the thinking of one of Canada’s most important Prime Ministers, and the man
who set much of the essential background for current features in Canadian politics.
Raise questions about how to appropriately and effectively accommodate Quebec’s
difference and the consequences of the Quiet Revolution of the 1960s
Misconceiving Canada: the struggle for national unity — Kenneth McRoberts —
1997 — Ideally paired with Trudeau, provides a counterpoint to the widespread narrative that patriation and the charter were a triumph, makes a compelling case that
the means of their achievement stymied future constitutional evolution and made
English Canada less willing to tolerate the key features of what Quebec feels it needs
for cultural survival
Constitutional Odyssey: Can Canadians Become a Sovereign People? (3rd ed.)
— Peter Russell — 2004 — Provides a great deal of excellent background on Canadian history and raises key contemporary questions about the nature of Canadian
society and identity
Governing from the centre: the concentration of power in Canadian politics
— Donald Savoie — 1999 — A convincing description of the recent development
of Canada’s federal government, and the ways in which the power-concentrating features of Westminster-style parliamentary democracy have been taken to even greater
extremes
Federal-Provincial Diplomacy: the Making of Recent Policy in Canada — Richard
Simeon — 1972 — Provides a good introduction to the theory and history of federalism in Canada, while also exploring conceptual questions about the nature of
Canadian democracy
Sources:
•
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1.8

“The fundamental shortcoming of the Canadian political science literature is the unwillingness of scholars who write
about Canadian politics to challenge and criticise one another’s work.” Discuss. (May 2008)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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1.9

Over the past 15 years, the Donald Smiley Prize, which is
awarded annually by the Canadian Political Science Association for the best book in Canadian political science has
gone to the authors of books comparing nationalism in Ireland and Quebec (Garth Stevenson), on the MacDonald Royal
Commission (Greg Inwood), on the Saskatchewan CCF Government (Al Johnson), on the HRDC fiasco and the politics
of public management (David Good), on the resurgence of
indigenous law (John Borrows), on Aboriginal difference
and the constitution of Canada (Patrick Macklem), on the
republican option in Canada (David Smith), on the politics
of public spending in Canada (Donald Savoie) and on unemployment and neoconservatism in Canada (Stephen McBride).
What do the topics addressed by these books tell us about
the preoccupations of Canadian political scientists? Does
the range of topics accurately reflect the short-term and/or
the perennial issues at the fore of Canadian politics and government over the prize’s 15-year lifetime? NOTE: it is not
necessary to discuss the specific books mentioned in the
question. (May 2008)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

1.10

“We have many studies of specific Canadian public policies but don’t have much systematic, generalized knowledge about policy in Canada.” Discuss. (August 2005)

Thesis:
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Outline:
Sources:
•

2 | Federalism
2.1

Is there more insight to be gained by thinking of Canadian
federalism as a dependent or an independent variable? (May
2012)

Thesis:
In the short term, federalism is best thought of as an independent variable affecting the
context in which decisions are made and the processes followed. Over the longer term,
however, the evolution of Canadian federalism in response to various endogenous and exogenous events and processes makes it fruitful for study as a dependent variable.
Outline:
Sources:
•

2.2

Do federalism and the electoral system work at cross purposes in Canada? (May 2011)

Thesis:
While we cannot simply assume consensus about the ‘purpose’ of political institutions, it
is plausible that the main features of federalism and Canada’s electoral system are at odds.
Canadian federalism emerged from the need to accommodate both French-Canadian and
English-Canadian society, and has largely remained concerned with doing so, though other
regional political dynamics have emerged. Federalism, therefore, can be seen as a mechanism for accommodating difference within an over-arching structure. By contrast, the
principal selling point of Westminster-style parliamentary democracy is how the first-pastthe-post electoral system usually produces majority governments, the lack of separation
between the legislative and executive branches empowers the government to act, and the

12

conventions of cabinet empower the Prime Minister. All this speaks to unitary and forceful action of a kind quite at odds with the need to bargain and build consensus within a
federation.
Outline:
Sources:
•

2.3

Canada combines federalism with Westminster parliamentary government. What effects do each have on the other?
(May 2010)

Thesis:
See: Do federalism and the electoral system work at cross purposes in Canada? (May 2011)
In some ways, federalism and Westminster-style parliamentary government make for a curious mix. The first emerged from the need to manage French-English difference, in order
to make confederation possible, and has arguably given many future Canadian political discussions a strong regional focus, with provinces empowered to challenge the federal government. On the other hand, the Westminster style of parliamentary democracy strongly
concentrates power within the centre of the federal government, through mechanisms including the electoral system, the powers of the prime minister, and party discipline. Each
may then be said to check the other in some ways: the federal government must engage with
and bargain with the provinces, reducing the degree to which power is concentrated in one
place. The Westminster system also pushes regional and provincial politics out from the
federal government itself, which features no strong mechanisms for inter-provincial and
inter-regional deal-making (especially due to the split between the federal and provincial
party systems).
Outline:
Sources:
•
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2.4

Has the study of federalism in Canada suffered because of a
preoccupation with relations between Quebec and the central government? (August 2008)

Thesis:
The need to accommodate French and English Canada explains the emergence of federalism
in Canada, despite the preference of early leaders including John A. MacDonald for a unitary
state. Similarly, the danger of Quebecois secession and related concerns about national unity
have been at the centre of Canadian politics for decades. It is therefore quite proper that the
study of Canadian federalism has been dominated by the study of relations between Quebec
and the federal government. At the same time, analysis focused along these lines does miss
out on other topics of interest: notably, the dynamics between the federal government and
other regions, along with the relationship of the crown with First Nations groups.
Outline:
Sources:
•

2.5

In academic accounts of Canadian federalism, where does
the balance lie between political economy and institutionalist perspectives? Has the balance shifted over time? If so,
why? (August 2008)

Thesis:
To speak of a ‘balance’ between political economy and institutionalist perspectives on federalism suggests a kind of pendulum (or one way transition) wherein political scientists have
gone from favouring one form of analysis to another. I would argue that this is a less useful
categorization than to say that the two approaches mostly run along separate tracks. The
institutional account of federalism largely takes provincial and federal interests for granted,
and then examines the arenas in which they play out and the results that transpire. By
contrast, the political economy perspective might help us to better understand where each
‘player’ gets their motivation, as well as what structural factors help shape their interaction
over time.
Outline:
Sources:
14

•

2.6

“The territorial bias of federalism seriously limits the capacity of Canadian political institutions to respond to the multiple identities and interests that comprise contemporary
Canada.” Discuss. (August 2007)

Thesis:
While there may be ways in which this is true, for the most part Canadian federalism is a response to and means of accommodating Canada’s multiple identities and interests. Canadians are represented at two levels of government, and the provinces play a more effective role
in regional representation than the senate. The ‘territorial bias’ in Canada’s system of government does mean that groups that are geographically concentrated — French-speakers in
Quebec, the Alberta and Saskatchewan oil and gas industry — can more easily gain political
clout than those that are dispersed, even if the latter groups are larger in absolute terms.
Outline:
Sources:
• Simeon, Richard. Federal-Provincial Diplomacy. 1971.

2.7

“The federalism literature in Canada remains fixated on longstanding issues of federal-provincial relations, paying insufficient attention to other elements of multi-level governance, to the detriment of our understanding of critical issues facing the country.” Discuss. (May 2005)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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2.8

What are the strengths and weaknesses of federations, especially the Canadian one, in addressing long-term policy
challenges like climate change or pension funding? (August
2013)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

3 | Regionalism
3.1

General: comments on regionalism

“Region is among the most important correlates of the vote. Voters often divide in their
support for parties at each level. Federal and provincial parties of the same name often
have little in common organizationally or ideologically. Provincial party systems seldom
duplicate or parallel the national system. The party system thus does not knit together
politics at federal, provincial and local levels, nor does it provide a channel for movement
of political leaders across levels.”
— David Elkins and Richard Simeon. Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian Political
Life. 1980. p. 293
“[D]espite a high level of interdependence and shared goals and values, there are few institutional linkages and networks binding together the regional communities. Federal and
provincial political systems have little in common and few points of political contact; rather
than forming a seamless web, they are sharply differentiated.”
— David Elkins and Richard Simeon. Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian Political
Life. 1980. p. 299
“In no province does even one-third of the population agree that their own region corresponds with the boundaries of their province. Thus, actors, such as provincial governments,
may experience difficulties in being perceived as defenders of regional interests.”
— Clarke, Harold; LeDuc, Lawrence; Jenson, Jane; and Pammett, Jon H. Political Choice
in Canada. 1979. p. 64
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3.2

“Regionalism is the most elemental feature of Canadian politics.” Discuss. (May 2010)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
• David Elkins and Richard Simeon. Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian Political Life. 1980.

3.3

In Canada is regionalism the cause of federalism or is federalism the cause of regionalism? (May 2009)

Essentially identical questions (1):
In Canada, is regionalism a product of federalism or is federalism a product of regionalism?
(August 2005)
Thesis:
Both: first, regionalism made federalism necessary — now, federalism perpetuates regional
difference. Despite the preference of some founders for a unitary state, the ‘double compact’ of French and English society in Canada made it necessary to divide powers between
levels of government. The failure — despite Lord Durham’s recommendation and expectation — of French Canadians to assimilate easily into English Canadian society has largely
explained why federalism has always been a key and central feature of Canadian political
life. Now that Canadian politics has evolved to centre around federalism, many other issues are addressed and interpreted through that prism, from foreign policy (for instance,
conscription crises) to natural resource development to the welfare state.
Outline:
Introduction
Briefly discuss definitions for ‘federalism’ and ‘regionalism’
Sources:
• David Elkins and Richard Simeon. Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian Political Life. 1980.
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3.4

“The constitutional, judicial and intergovernmental dynamics of federalism, rather than regional sentiment among Canadians, are the key to understanding the powerful decentralizing forces in the Canadian polity.” Discuss. (May 2008)

Thesis:
If this claim were strongly true, it would suggest that Canadian society was actually well
adapted to a unitary model of government, but remains stuck with federalism because of
some sort of political momentum. This possibility does not seem especially likely, for several reasons. In the first instance, there is the eternal French-English dynamic that has occupied so much of Canada’s political history. As the referenda of 1980 and 1995 demonstrate,
this is a matter that has not lost importance in recent decades, though demographic trends
and other factors may be reducing the odds of Quebec’s eventual secession. Beyond Quebec, there are also many factors that perpetuate the distinctiveness of Canada’s provinces
and thus legitimate federalism as a means of addressing it. These include different patterns
of immigration, different natural resource endowments, and arguably differences in political culture. All that being said, the constitutional, judicial, and intergovernmental dynamics
are surely central to understanding how it functions as a system, and these factors exist in
interplay with the enduring regional variations that largely power Canada’s decentralizing
forces.
Outline:
Sources:
• David Elkins and Richard Simeon. Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian Political Life. 1980.

3.5

Regionalism remains a primal force in Canadian politics,
but do we have good explanations for its persistence in the
face of such developments as globalization, the rise of identity politics, advances in communications technology, the
homogenizing effects of the Charter and the like? (May 2005)

Thesis:
There have been those who predicted that globalization would largely be a process of homogenization: a Starbucks and a McDonald’s on every street corner, and an end to the
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debate about what political or economic system states ought to maintain. At the same time,
many analysts of globalization have highlighted how it shifts around power in more complex ways: empowering corporations at the expense of governments, but also spreading
capability downward in a way that can enhance local power. The presence of homogenizing
influences from globalization, identity politics, new communication technologies, and the
Charter ought to be acknowledged and analyzed, and such analysis can also yield understanding about why they have not undermined regionalism as a ‘primal force’ in Canadian
political life, though they may well be changing its precise form and mode of operation.
Outline:
Globalization
Identity politics
Communication technology
The Charter
Other factors
Sources:
• David Elkins and Richard Simeon. Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian Political Life. 1980.

3.6

For all the attention paid recently to ‘identity politics’ is it
not still the case that the primal political divisions in Canada
are regional? (August 2003)

Thesis:
See: General: definition of ‘identity politics’ and comments on the subject
Part of the point of ‘identity politics’ is that self-identification has become an a la carte affair: people can choose which aspects of themselves to emphasize and give political salience
to. The word ‘primal’ is used in a general sense to mean ‘chief’ or ‘important’, but it
also simply means ‘oldest’ or ‘original’. In the latter sense, it is tautological that Canada’s
primal political divisions remain as they were at the outset, and a strong case can be made
that those were between the founding French and English cultures, at least in terms of the
pre-Confederation period. Confederation and the later growth of the Canadian federation
naturally brought new regional issues into Canadian politics. That being said, scholars of
identity politics often highlight how sources of identity are not objective and easily enumerable. Further, the task of creating self-identity is complicated by factors like globalization
19

and the decline of deference. In the end, regional identification is one important input feeding into a broader process of identity formation that can be analyzed in useful ways using an
identity politics approach.
Outline:
OED ‘Primal’:
• Belonging to the earliest time or stage; original, first. Also: belonging to an ancient
time; primitive, primeval.
• Of, relating to, or designating the needs, fears, behaviour, etc., that are held (esp. in
Freudian theory) to form the origins of emotional life.
• Most important, chief; fundamental, essential.
Sources:
• David Elkins and Richard Simeon. Small Worlds: Provinces and Parties in Canadian Political Life. 1980.
• Neil Nevitte. The Decline of Deference. 1996.

4 | The comparative turn
4.1

“What has been described as the ‘comparative turn’ in recent Canadian political science is better understood as a quantitative turn.” Discuss.

Essentially identical questions (1):
“The comparative turn in the study of Canadian politics is really a quantitative turn.” Discuss.
(August 2013)
Thesis:
If the study of Canadian politics has shifted in two major ways in recent decades, it has been
toward greater use of comparative analysis and more extensive use of quantitative tools.
The two trends have overlapped chronologically, and both have arguably been driven by the
evolution of the social sciences as undertaken in the United States. At the same time, the two
trends are separable in conceptual and practical terms and need not be intermingled. For
20

instance, it is entirely possible to make extensive use of statistical analysis to study matters
entirely internal to Canada, from debates in parliament to opinion survey results. Similarly,
highly comparative but entirely qualitative work can be done — for instance, in comparing the operation of federalism or the constitutional structure of different parliamentary
democracies around the world.
Outline:
Sources:
•

4.2

What is gained and what is lost if Canadian political scientists fully embrace ‘the comparative turn’? (August 2010)

Thesis:
The tension between comparativism and a national focus is in many ways akin to the tension
between specialization and generalism in scholarship generally. Being comparative grants
you perspective, revealing which features of a phenomenon are rare and which are ubiquitous or near-ubiquitous among all entities of the same type. Being focused on a single subject
reduces the danger of importing misleading analogies or theories (assuming, for instance,
that the Canadian Prime Minister is necessarily much like the American president). Part
of the controversy about the approaches is probably tied to the pride and prestige of academics who, in some cases, measure success by international citation and being exporters
of theoretical perspectives or, in other cases, take pride in creating custom-fitted analyses
of Canadian politics with more subtly than comparative accounts yield easily, and which
represents a kind of national scholarly project. Scholars have rightly asked whether it is not
worthwhile to “cultivate theoretical gardens”, and whether there are dangers in Canadian
political science being a “miniature replica” of the American sort.
Fully embracing “the comparative turn” — if it were possible to do so — would presumably
mean totally discounting any analysis that draws only on data from Canada. Almost all
political scientists would likely agree that such a doctrinaire approach may be going too
far. It makes more sense, then, to consider the advantages and disadvantages of embracing
comparativism to a greater or lesser degree.
Advantages
Disadvantages
Outline:
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Sources:
• Linda White, Richard Simeon, and Robert Vipond eds. The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science. 2008.

4.3

The recently published book, The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science has no chapters on either parliamentary institutions or local/municipal politics. In light of the
book’s objective of examining the influence of Canadian literature on the comparative literature and the latter’s influence on Canadian political science, what might a chapter
on EITHER parliamentary institutions OR local/municipal
politics look like? (August 2008)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
• Linda White, Richard Simeon, and Robert Vipond eds. The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science. 2008.

4.4

The recently published book on Canadian political science,
The Comparative Turn, has chapters on federalism and on the
courts but nothing on other Canadian governmental institutions. If you were asked to write a chapter for the second edition of the book rectifying this oversight, what you
would [sic] say about the Canadian literature on governmental institutions in terms of how non-Canadian literature
has influenced it and what is has to offer the study of other
political systems? (May 2008)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
22

• Linda White, Richard Simeon, and Robert Vipond eds. The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science. 2008.

4.5

“A continuing weakness of the Canadian political science
discipline is its failure to apply conceptual frameworks and
theoretical models developed elsewhere to Canadian situations.” Discuss. (August 2005)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
• Linda White, Richard Simeon, and Robert Vipond eds. The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science. 2008.

5 | The democratic deficit
5.1

General: three notions of democracy

Many Canadian political scientists and political theorists highlight the interpretative character of ‘democracy’. One perspective is that there are at least three views on that the ‘killer
feature’ of democracy really is:
1. Implementing the public will: does the government make the decisions that opinion
polls would suggest the greatest support for?
2. Choice in representation: do people have a real choice between candidates, and the
frequent ability to select from among them?
3. Protecting rights: are the rights of individuals being effectively protected, including
from government itself?
Our evaluation of how Canada is doing depends on the relative stress laid on these and other
factors. In Political Choice in Canada, Clarke et al. argue that feelings about parties, party
leaders, and local candidates all affect voting behaviour. (330) In 1974, 40% of voters saw
the party as a whole as the most important factor, 33% the party leader, and 27% local
candidates. This contributes to the ambiguity involved in determining exactly what gains
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legitimacy from electoral success: party leaders, individual candidates, policy proposals,
etc.
One incident that highlights these divisions effectively is the FLQ crisis of October 1970.
Polls at the time suggested a high degree of support for Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau’s
invocation of the War Measures Act. Among other things, the War Measures Act gave police the
power to arrest people without warrant. At the same time, the use of these powers sharply
curtailed civil liberties, and the police and other state security forces abused the powers
granted to them.
Regarding choice in representation:
“The motivation to change support is usually antipathy toward a party, rather than an affinity
for another.”
— Clarke, Harold; LeDuc, Lawrence; Jenson, Jane; and Pammett, Jon H. Political Choice
in Canada. 1979. p. 150
Proposed fixes:
Relax party discipline
Enhance the role of parliamentary committees
Change the electoral system
Reform the senate

5.2

“In the Canadian context, the ‘democratic deficit’ is a conceptually empty idea.” Discuss. (May 2011)

Essentially identical questions (1):
Academics and pundits alike refer to a ‘democratic deficit’ in Canada. Is this an analytically
useful term? To what extent does Canada suffer from a democratic deficit? (May 2008)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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5.3

Is the ‘democratic deficit’ in Canada growing or contracting? (May 2010)

Essentially identical questions (7):
“At no time in Canadian history have there been as many ways to achieve effective political
representation as exist today.” Discuss. (May 2009)
Analyzing critically the literature on democracy and citizen engagement, to what extent do
Canadian political institutions (e.g. Parliament, electoral system, political parties and the
party system, intergovernmental relations) suffer from a democratic deficit? (August 2007)
How adequate are vehicles of political representation in Canada? (August 2008)
Discuss and explain changes in the nature, extent and influence of citizen engagement in
Canada over the past two or three decades (August 2005)
Is Canada becoming more or less democratic? (August 2005)
Does Canada have a ‘democratic deficit’? Does the key to improving the quality of Canadian
democracy lie in institutional reform or in a shift in political norms and behaviour? (May
2005)
Over the past two or three decades, has Canada become more or less democratic? (May
2003)
Thesis:
Democracy is probably an ‘essentially contested concept’, subject to a variety of possible
definitions that cannot be authoritatively chosen between. See: General: three notions of
democracy
In a number of ways, the democratic deficit in Canada has probably worsened in recent
decades: party loyalty is now very strong, reducing the ability of MPs to represent their
constituents, provinces, and regions; government is highly centralized, with a dominant
prime minister; the consolidation of the political right has led to a party system where
First Past the Post returned a majority government with under 40% of the vote; and the
post-911 security state and surveillance threaten many democratic values and institutions.
Against that, one area where there has arguably been a reduction in the democratic deficit
is through the more effective protection of some rights through the Charter — notably,
reduced discrimination toward homosexuals — and the attainment of greater political influence for aboriginal groups, largely through the courts.
Outline:
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Party loyalty, centralization, and the power of the Prime Minister
One manifestation of the growth of the power of the government of the day compared
with Parliament as an institution can be seen in recent determinations by the Speaker of the
House that the government has been in contempt of Parliament. In addition, there is at
least one recent example of the government using the prorogation of Parliament as a means
of escaping the scrutiny of Parliamentary committees, raising doubts about the strength of
Parliamentary supremacy and even the responsible government convention. Peter Russell
argues that Prorogation as a political manoeuvre unrelated to the natural end of a parliamentary session shows contempt for Parliament and the principle of responsible government,
dating back to the 1840s.
The party system and First Past the Post
A mixed bag: intergovernmental relations
Intergovernmental relations are a mixed bag, from the perspective of the ostensive democratic deficit. Richard Simeon articulates both views. One the one hand, the power of
the provinces under Canada’s system of federalism provides dual representation to all citizens, who have representatives in both provincial legislatures and the federal parliament.
Arguably, ‘federal-provincial diplomacy’ has been a much more effective mechanism for
the representation of provincial and regional interests than the senate, which was designed
to play that role. At the same time, intergovernmental relations are largely an executive
process, with no direct parliamentary oversight. Particularly in cases where the agreement
of Quebec was hard-won, the federal parliament often finds itself with only the choice of
accepting what has already been negotiated or of rejecting it outright.
The security state and surveillance
See: General: Surveillance and the democratic deficit
The 2001 Anti-Terrorism Act gave CSE its first enabling legislation and mandate, and this
legislation has subsequently been called ‘inadequate’ by the CSEC Commissioner.
On the basis of the insights gained into intelligence practices through leaks — and the numerous times when governments have been caught lying to their citizens in assuring that
surveillance is not taking place — Canadians now live with the realistic fear that all their
communications, movements, and financial transactions are being tracked by government
authorities. Beyond fostering distrust toward the state among many, this has chilling effects
which are important to the state of Canadian democracy. Every citizen now expects to
leave a broad and enduring digital trail, accessible for legitimate or illegitimate purposes by
officials in the present government, possibly open to unauthorized access by other states or
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technologically sophisticated organizations, and retained for the use of future governments,
which may be less respectful of democratic practices than those that exist now.
The Charter and social progress
Aboriginals
Sources:
•

5.4

A number of solutions to the so-called democratic deficit
have been proposed in recent years. They include a relaxation of party discipline in Canadian legislatures, enhancements to the role of parliamentary committees and the introduction of electoral changes at the federal and provincial levels, as well as reforms to the Canadian Senate. Does
the evidence indicate that Canada suffers from a democratic
deficit? To what degree would the prescriptions as proposed
address the malady as it has been identified? (May 2004)

Thesis:
Both in terms of whether it exists or not and in terms of what character it has, the ‘democratic deficit’ remains a contentious issue. In particular, different critics of Canadian democracy focus their attention on various aspects of the current system, making sometimescontradictory suggestions for reform. This can be clarified in part by examining three different major interpretations of what the central feature of democracy is... For those focused
on the protection of individual rights, none of the listed changes are likely to have direct effects (though changes like weakening party discipline or changing the electoral effects could
eventually yield changes in these policies). Those concerned about aligning public policy
with public opinion or maintaining effective choice in representation could theoretically be
better served by changes like altering how senators are selected and what roles they play.
Major changes can be divided between those that would probably require constitutional
revision, and this a process of provincial consultation, and those that could essentially be
achieved on the whim of the prime minister or the governing party. Large-scale senate
reform and changes to the electoral system are probably in the first category, while changes
to party discipline or committees are fairly clear in the latter. While changes requiring
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constitutional division would likely have more power to address the democratic deficit, the
difficulty of bringing them about may put them outside the realm of practicality.
Outline:
Sources:
•

5.5

For increasing numbers of Canadians, Parliament and political parties have become largely irrelevant. Is this a problem
or is it an indication that more effective means of citizen engagement are emerging? (August 2003)

Thesis:
In Political Choice in Canada (1979), Clarke et al. argue that voting is the only form of substantive political participation engaged in by most Canadians. This likely remains the case
today, with only a subset of Canadians calling or writing to their elected representatives,
engaging in voluntary advocacy groups, or otherwise working to influence the political process. At the same time — as cataloged by Neil Nevitte and others — Canadians are part of a
global trend away from strong identification with political parties, reduced trust in government, and a general growth in cynicism. While there are a few new outlets that offer the
illusion of democratic participation, such as social media, these are likely to have a limited
effect. At best, they might supplement opinion polling as a mechanism for political leaders
and party elites to gain a sense of public sentiment. Parliament and political parties are far
from irrelevant to the policy landscape in which Canadians will live, so it is regrettable that
they have been disengaging from involvement in them.
Outline:
Sources:
• Harold Clarke, Lawrence LeDuc, Jane Jenson, and Jon H. Pammett. Political Choice
in Canada. 1979.
• Neil Nevitte. The Decline of Deference. 1996

5.6

General: Surveillance and the democratic deficit

There are a number of ways in which the growth of the surveillance state, particularly after
the terrorist attacks in the United States in September 2001, challenges Canada’s democratic
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traditions:
• Secret laws, secret court orders, court orders not to publicly disclose what private
individuals and firms have been ordered to do (we know more about this in the U.S.
than Canada)
• Potentially problematic cooperation with foreign governments with poor human
rights practices, including in cases concerning Canadian citizens
• The largely invisible erosion of Charter rights, including through secret ubiquitous
surveillance not publicly debated in Parliament or among Canadian citizens
• Lack of clarity about what the intelligence services are doing, including in relation
to peaceful groups that oppose important elements of the government’s agenda —
including First Nations and environmental groups
• Chilling effects: because Canadians can have no confidence that their communications are not being monitored and stored, they self-censor and refrain from engaging
in open political debate in ways that may be harmful to democracy
Technology has vastly multiplied what sort of surveillance is possible — from the storage
and analysis of internet traffic like web searches to automatic license plate reading for vehicles and automated facial analysis — as well as the degree to which that data can be analyzed.
Recent disclosures from around the world suggest that oversight of the use of these technologies have often been poor, and that governments have often actively misled their citizens
about the capabilities in place and activities being undertaken. Vast amounts of information
are being recorded, to be used for unknown purposes in the future.
Surveillance and the security state threaten many Charter-protected rights, including “freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the press and other
media of communication”, “freedom of peaceful assembly”, “freedom of association”, “Everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable search or seizure”, and the right “to
be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law in a fair and public hearing by an
independent and impartial tribunal”.
“Mass surveillance has the potential to erode privacy. As privacy is an essential pre-requisite
to the exercise of individual freedom, its erosion weakens the constitutional foundations on
which democracy and good governance have traditionally been based in this country.”
— British House of Lords. “Surveillance: Citizens and the State.” 2009. p. 10
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6 | The Charter of Rights and Freedoms
6.1

General: responses to the Charter

Alberta Premier Peter Lougheed originally saw the Charter as “the substitution of judgemade law for parliamentary sovereignty”, later he saw it as part of how the tide of human
history was flowing toward individual human rights at the end of the 20th century. Others,
like former NDP Premier Bob Rae, saw it as desirable, about the relationship between
citizens and government, and as part of a global trend bigger than Canada. Many saw this
as ‘Americanization’, in terms of how it brought the courts into the process of law-making.

6.2

Alan Cairns predicted that the adoption of the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms would have a transformative effect on
Canadian political culture and governing. To what extent
have such predictions been borne out? (August 2010)

Essentially identical questions (1):
Alan Cairns predicted that the adoption of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms would transform
Canadian political culture and governance. To what extent has this happened? (August
2013)
Thesis:
Outline:
“Many scholars, notably Alan Cairns, believed that the Charter would transform Canadian
political culture. Now all Canadians would be endowed with rights by virtue of their membership in a pan-Canadian community, rights that would be enforced by a national institution, the Supreme Court of Canada. The extension of equality rights, the recognition of the
rights of Aboriginal peoples, and the enshrinement of multiculturalism would also shift the
focus of Canadian politics from regional to more contemporary bases of identity. ‘Chartered’ Canadians would come to see the constitution less as a covenant among governments,
and more as a contract between citizen and government. ‘The Charter,’ wrote Cairns, ‘is a
federal government instrument to limit the balkanization of Canada.’ In a great many ways
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this analysis was correct. Its reality was displayed not only in the dramatically increased
role of the courts, but also in the successful popular revolts against the Meech Lake Accord
(1987) and the Charlottetown Accord (1992). Both agreements, especially Meech Lake,
were negotiated in the traditional pattern of closed door executive federalism, by ’men
in suits,’ as the critics said. Many (including myself) believed that these episodes spelled
the end of federal-provincial diplomacy: such elite-driven devision-making was no longer
legitimate in the new, open, democratic ’Chartered’ Canada. From the vantage point of
2006, however, we can see that the intergovernmental diplomacy described in the book is
as solidly established as ever.”
— Simeon, Richard. Federal Provincial Diplomacy. 1971. p. 316
Sources:
• Simeon, Richard. Federal Provincial Diplomacy. 1971.

6.3

To what extent have the traditional pillars of [sic] Canadian
constitutional system - federalism and parliamentary responsible government - been transformed by the addition of a
third pillar: the Charter of Rights and Freedoms? (August
2007)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

6.4

Which has been influenced more by the advent of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Canadian federalism or
the cabinet-parliamentary system? (August 2005)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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6.5

Major changes have transformed Canadian politics over the
past three or four decades. Has the Charter been the cause
or effect of these changes? (August 2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

7 | The courts
7.1

Ran Hirschl’s research on judicial empowerment in Canada
and elsewhere suggests that delegating increased powers to
courts has had far from benevolent, progressive or redistributive effects. If Hirschl is correct, then how can we explain the enormous popularity of the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, and the relatively solid legitimacy of
judges versus politicians in this country? (May 2004)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

8 | Diversity
8.1

Is Canada’s international reputation justified as a political
system that manages diversity well? (May 2012)

Thesis:
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Outline:
Sources:
•

8.2

Will Kymlicka informs us that Canada is called on to manage
three different dimensions of diversity: Aboriginal/non-Aboriginal,
French/English, and multiculturalism. To what extent do
responses to the three require different policies and political practices? Might there be a comprehensive approach
for reconciling the three diversities? (August 2010)

Essentially identical questions (1):
Will Kymlicka argues that Canada must manage different dimensions of diversity: Aboriginal/nonAboriginal, French/English, and multicultural. To what extent do responses to these three
require different policies and political practices? Might there be a more global approach to
reconciling them? (August 2013)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

8.3

Quebec nationalists and Canadian Aboriginal peoples both
have political aspirations that challenge the status quo. Compare the methods they have chosen to achieve their aspirations and the success they have achieved. (May 2008)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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8.4

Compare the political aspirations of Quebec nationalists, Aboriginal peoples and feminists and the success of the strategies they have employed to realize those aspirations. (May
2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

8.5

Are Canadian state structures too rigid to accommodate the
interests of non-traditional players such as Aboriginal peoples and cities? (August 2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

9 | Identity politics
9.1

General: definition of ‘identity politics’ and comments on
the subject

OED: “the adherence by a group of people of a particular religion, race, social background,
etc., to political beliefs or goals specific to the group concerned, as opposed to conforming
to traditional broad-based party politics.”
1979 Political activism among the handicapped and former mental patients..exemplifies a
type of politics which we will term identity politics.
1989 Black feminists sought to create a form of ‘identity politics’ that would advance their
unique interests.
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2006 In politics—not least, identity politics, which now embraces religion—misinterpretation
is a common way of gaining advantage.

9.2

“Like the political economy approach before it, the identity
politics approach has reached the point where it has little
left to contribute to the understanding of Canadian politics.” Discuss. (May 2012)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
Sources of general utility:
• Neil Nevitte. The Decline of Deference. 1996.

9.3

“The term ‘identity politics’ is fairly recent, but the substance of what identity politics entails has long been a central concern of Canadian political science.” Discuss. (May
2010)

Essentially identical questions (4):
Is the increasing emphasis given by Canadian political scientists to identity politics a reflection of fundamental changes in Canadian politics or is it better understood as a new analytic
approach to longstanding elements of Canadian politics? (August 2008)
Canadian political scientists have long understood the importance of ‘identity’, though they
may not have used that term. Is the recent emphasis on identity politics really all that different from earlier approaches to Canadian politics? What insights has it provided that could
not have been obtained from more traditional ways of looking at Canadian politics? (May
2008)
Is the increasing emphasis given by Canadian political scientists to identity politics a reflection of fundamental changes in Canadian politics or is it better understood as a new analytic
approach to longstanding elements of Canadian politics? (August 2008)
35

Does the heightened academic attention to ‘identity politics’ in recent years reflect a fundamental change in the nature of Canadian society and politics or simply new ways of analysing
long established social and political phenomena? (May 2003)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

9.4

“Whereas two or three decades ago, some of the most innovative work in Canadian political science followed a political economy approach, more recently the best work as
been located within the identity politics paradigm.” Discuss. (August 2005)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

10 | Political economy
10.1

By most accounts, Canada survived the recent economic
crisis much better than most other western countries. What
role did public policy play in accounting for Canada’s superior performance? (August 2010)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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10.2

“In previous decades, political economy analyses contributed
greatly to understanding Canadian politics, but in recent
years little of analytic value has come from applying political economy approaches to Canadian politics.” Discuss.
(May 2010)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

10.3

How has globalization affected the nature and the role of
the state in Canada? (May 2010)

Essentially identical questions (1):
Is globalization having new and different effects on Canadian politics and the Canadian state,
or does it simply represent the continuation of longstanding trends? (August 2005)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

10.4

“While the Canadian political economy literature has generated unique insights about Canada, it has suffered intellectually from a lack of incorporation of comparative perspectives.” Discuss. (August 2007)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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11 | Political culture
11.1

Is political culture a useful concept for the analysis of Canadian politics? (May 2012)

Essentially identical questions (1):
In what, if any, sense can we speak of a ‘Canadian political culture’? (May 2010)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

11.2

To what extent have new modes of citizen participation
and the development of new communications media changed
interest group politics in Canada? (May 2009)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

11.3

“In terms of both approach and substance, for most of Canadian political science, Neil Nevitte’s ‘Decline of Deference’
analysis has largely supplanted the Hartz-Horowitz analysis of Canadian political culture. This shift speaks volumes
about the development of the discipline over the past three
or four decades.” Discuss. (May 2005)

Thesis:
Outline:
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Sources:
•

11.4

Does Canadian research on protest movements provide a
satisfactory explanation of the peaks and valleys of social
mobilization during the decades since World War II? How
would the existing literature, for example, address surges
of political activism and engagement, periods of social disengagement, and cycles of violent versus non-violent protest?
(May 2004)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

12 | Neo-liberalism
12.1

“For all the talk of the pervasive and pernicious effects of
neo-liberalism on Canadian politics, policy and governance,
its actual influence has been relatively modest.” Discuss.
(May 2009)

Essentially identical questions (2):
“Neo-liberalism as a set of ideas about the appropriate relationship between individuals,
markets and the state has had a pervasive impact on governing practices and public politics
in Canada over the last 25 years.” Discuss. (May 2008)
“A close examination of Canadian public policy over the past two decades suggests that the
rhetoric of neo-liberalism has been a good deal stronger than the reality.” Discuss. (May
2003)
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Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

13 | Studying government institutions
13.1

“Although some Canadian political scientists continue to
study governmental institutions, such as Parliament, cabinet and the bureaucracy, the Canadian discipline has largely
lost interest in government.” Assess the validity of this statement and, to the extent you believe it accurate, comment
on whether it identifies a problem with Canadian political
science. (May 2012)

Essentially identical questions (1):
“Despite being Canada’s foremost representative political institution, Parliament has attracted relatively little scholarly attention in recent years and most work on it has been
descriptive or normative rather than analytical or theoretical.” Discuss. (August 2007)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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13.2

Does the Canadian policy literature suffer from paying too
little attention to the operation of government institutions,
especially the public service? (May 2012)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

13.3

Have students of Canadian public policy focused too much
on the role of institutions — to the neglect of other explanatory factors — in their accounts of policy-making and
policy outcomes? Choose either economic or social policy
to make your argument. (August 2010)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

13.4

“In Canada, since the late nineteenth century, society and
economy and the attitudes and values associated with them
have changed fundamentally, yet the principal institutions
of government remain much as they were 120 years ago.”
Discuss. (May 2011)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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13.5

Reform is again in the air. Examine the competing ideas
and prospects for major change in any TWO of the following: the electoral system; the Senate; the power of the Prime
Minister; the role of the Governor-General; judicial appointments. (August 2010)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

13.6

In a series of books over the past decade, Donald Savoie has
argued that the principal institutions of Canadian governance have become deeply flawed. Outline Savoie’s main
arguments and evaluate them. (May 2009)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

13.7

Alan Cairns has written that “the mainstream political scientists’ version of the biographer’s disease of identifying
with their subjects is to become committed to the defence
of institutions they have long and lovingly studied”. To
what extent has this ‘disease’ been characteristic of Canadian political science? (May 2005)

Thesis:
Outline:
“One participant, who objected to this characteristic of the debate said: ‘It is a cock-eyed
way of going about looking at a constitution; it is extremely short-sighted. It predetermines
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the discussion in favour of retaining, by and large, the existing fabric; it closes the door on a
whole range of alternatives.’ Said another, ‘We are still thinking in terms of existing forms
and structures.’ To mention this point is not to agree with the criticism: one may well argue
that this is the most appropriate way to conduct the exercise, that any alternative method
would be doomed to failure and would not produce useful results. The point is that this form
and content of discussion are to a large extent implicit in the unspoken — and undiscussed
— choice of the forum and the participants.”
— Simeon, Richard. Federal-Provincial Diplomacy. 1971. p. 274–5
Sources:
• Simeon, Richard. Federal-Provincial Diplomacy. 1971.

13.8

What have been the most convincing interpretations in the
literature on the changes and continuities in the Canadian
state over the past few decades? (August 2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

13.9

Is the institutional framework of the Canadian state better
understood as flexible or rigid? (May 2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

43

14 | The constitution
14.1

“The era of constitutional mega-projects in Canada may be
over, but important if inconspicuous constitutional changes
continue to unfold.” Discuss with reference to federalism
and citizen-state relations. (May 2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

15 | Quebec
15.1

What insights can we gain by studying Quebec through the
lens of ‘identity politics’? (May 2009)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

15.2

What changes have occurred in the nature and political aspirations of Quebec nationalism since the Quiet Revolution? What are the implications of these changes for Quebec’s relationship with the ‘Rest of Canada’? (August 2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:

44

•

16 | The welfare state
16.1

Is the Canadian welfare state in retreat? If it is, what explains its decline? If it is not, what explains its persistence?
(August 2008)

Essentially identical questions (1):
“Assertions about the decline of the welfare state in Canada are based more on ideological
predispositions than on empirical evidence.” Discuss. (May 2005)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

17 | Health care
17.1

Many observers describe public health care as the “third
rail” of Canadian politics. How politically significant is
the health care dimension of the Canadian welfare state,
and how convincing are claims that social policy standards
generally and health care provision in particular are in steep
decline? (May 2004)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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18 | The party system
18.1

“The Canadian party system literature consists of arbitrary,
post-hoc explanations of Canadian electoral history.” Discuss. (May 2012)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

18.2

Do the results of the 2011 federal election suggest that Canada
is entering a new party system? (May 2011)

Essentially identical questions (1):
Do the results of the 2011 federal election suggest that Canada is entering a new party
system? (August 2013)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

18.3

Minority government may have become the norm in Canadian politics. If so, what are the implications for the future
of Canadian political parties, Parliament, and federalism?
(August 2010)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
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•

18.4

The Canadian electorate has been highly volatile for at lest
two or three decades yet it was only recently that the party
system because destabilized. What accounts for this apparent paradox? (May 2008)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

18.5

There have been obvious and significant changes in Canadian political parties and voting behaviour over the past
two or three decades, but when all is said and done, aren’t
the underlying continuities at least as important? (May
2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

19 | Voting behaviour
19.1

“For all the data that have been collected and analysed on
voting behaviour in Canada, we still don’t know very much
about why Canadians vote the way they do.” Discuss. (May
2012)
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Essentially identical questions (1):
Over the past three or four decades, substantial amounts of time, energy, and money have
been devoted to voting studies in Canada. For all the resulting books and articles, do we
really have a good, comprehensive understanding of why Canadians vote as they do? (August
2008)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

19.2

“Partisan identification is not a useful concept in Canadian
politics.” Discuss. (May 2011)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

19.3

What social and ideological cleavages best account for Canadian voting behaviour? (May 2011)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

19.4

Have Canadian political scientists been too concerned with
voting behaviour at the expense of not adequately studying other forms of citizen participation? (May 2010)

Thesis:
Outline:
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Sources:
•

19.5

For decades, Canadian political scientists have been expending substantial amounts of time and money on national election studies. What has been learned from these studies?
Have the gains in knowledge and understanding been worth
the effort? (August 2007)

Essentially identical questions (1):
“For nearly four decades, Canadian political scientists have been expending substantial amounts
of time and money on national election surveys, but beyond a few broad generalizations, we
really don’t know much about the voting behaviour of Canadians.” Discuss. (August 2003)
Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

19.6

Those who approach Canadian politics through the lens
of ‘identity politics’ appear to have little in common with
those who study voting behaviour and related phenomena.
Do analysts from these two schools of thought have anything to learn from one another? (May 2005)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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19.7

Which spatial or ideological dimensions best characterize
Canadian federal voting behaviour? (August 2013)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

20 | Miscellaneous
20.1

Many leading works in the field of Canadian politics employ institutionalist, political culture, political economy
or regulation school approaches. Assess the extent to which
these approaches have dominated research in any two (2)
of the following four (4) substantive areas: courts and the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, political parties, federalism public policy. (May 2004)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

20.2

Are the Canadian literatures on parties, elections, public
attitudes and voting, on one side, and cultural diversity,
social movements and interest groups, on the other, mutually reconcilable? (May 2004)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
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•

20.3

Do the ideas and approaches of ‘New Public Management’
provide any guidance as to possible changes of the two Canadian political institutions in greatest need of reform, Parliament and federalism? (August 2003)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•

20.4

When it comes to learning about public policy, what are
the limits to variation between provinces? (August 2013)

Thesis:
Outline:
Sources:
•
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